
A Study of Hosea 
Small Group Study 

Lesson 3 

 

 

Opening 

• Has injustice ever hit close to home for you? How did you express your feelings 
of opposition toward that injustice (ex. speak out, vote, petition, etc.)?  
 

• Were you rebellious as an adolescent? Did you know a rebellious adolescent 
growing up? If you were the parent of a rebellious adolescent, how would you 
handle them? Why would you do it that way? 

  
Studying 
     
    Hosea 4 -The Charge against Israel 

Open your Bible and read Hosea chapter 4:1-19 together as a group. Consider the 
following statements and questions as you study together. 

• What virtues are lacking among Israel? How do these virtues relate to self, to 
others, to God? 

• What negative actions have replaced these positive virtues? What are the 
consequences of these negative actions for the people of Israel, the land, and 
the animals? 

• What is the significance of verse 4? Do you think that everyone is completely evil 
or is this poetic language? 

• How have the actions of the people affected the priests? Of what are the priests 
guilty? How might they be profiting from the sins of the people?  

• Does the failure of the priests excuse the actions of the rest of Israel? Should it?  

• Who is responsible for the sexual immorality of Israel (v.14)? What does a spirit 
of prostitution look like? What impact does sexual immorality have on future 
generations? 

• What is God’s concern for Judah? What are they urged to avoid 

• In what ways are the Israelites stubborn? What is the predicted outcome for 
Israel because of their wickedness? 

 
 



 
Application 
     

• In Hosea 4:16, there is a dichotomy of the stubborn heifer and the obedient lamb. 
Which animal most exemplifies you, and in what ways? How can you become 
more like the lamb? 

• What causes moral and spiritual decline in individuals, families, and broader 
society? What knowledge or understanding is necessary to prevent this? How do 
these passages mirror your life as an individual, a person part of a family, a 
person part of a larger community? 

• In Hosea, the priests are responsible for not setting the standard for the people. 
Who do you think should be responsible for setting the moral and religious 
standard today? How do you think those individuals or groups are doing locally 
and globally? 

• Who profits and who is plagued by the sins of society? Who profits from the 
righteousness of society and who is plagued? 

• Hosea comments that the wickedness of the present generation will be passed 
on to future generations. Do you think you have passed on more good or evil to 
the next generation? How do you feel the church is doing in this regard? Why 
might it be necessary to pass on positive morals and values? 

 


